4 before His MAJESTY 


. = F 


On Sunday Fr 


= 


EERUARY 3. 17,4 © 
. dr. * 72 


4 * hs . 


* * * 8 p 
* "0 + > SE OM 7 
2 + 3 8 


* 
», = 
* Fr 
k = 
* 
o 
” 
x” 
„ A : N . | : 
. : 
1 a * 
* 5 . : 
wo y i : 
" 6 . 
d * 8 1 ' "= 
* N 1 
«* Ly LE FF of N N 
- , I 
* 
1 A 


a 


_ 


Sa f\% v 
- 2 | » <4 
__ Ip = , WE os « g "LL 2 + —_- a * 
A , | 4 9 : , * 5 
a * of x i * n " # * - * 2 N * -— 1 "thts * 


WE, 


— 


Er 


h oy woot ere 


-— * „ 23 * 


. * 


King GEORGE, 


Royal Chapel of St. 7 4 M ES's, 


——_ A—_—_— — | — 
= 


nnn 


A 


— — 


— 
SERMON 


' Preach'd before His MAJESTY 


AT HIS 


On Sunday FEBRUARY 3. 17%. 
By RICHARD B ENTL EY, D. D. 
Maſter of Trinity College in Cambridge, 
Library- Keeper and Chaplain to His 
MAJESTY, 


| | 


Printed by J. Heptinftall, for W. Ixxvs 


puliſrad by His Mijeſty's Special Command. 


— —k — 


LONDON: 


at the Prince's Arms in St. Pans Church- 


N 


yard. MDCCXVIL — 


* 


— — — — — —ͤ—ͤ—H — — wy — 
A | | 
| | . 
| | K 
f 
* — . — 
44 4. "< : by ? : 
BY CE RS 2 SE > 48 „ 
1719 * * - | #4 = 3 4 ' 
IF = * 1 b e 
= , x C _— J * © *r . | ; 
| 4 e | 4.3 Ca 4 } | 14 j 
: 
Mi. v% C% 1 % 7? * * ” 
\ \ SY g L * 5 „ 81 
1 e ©, 2. \.'7 \ p 2 14 7 
3 - 


„%% % ³ UV „„ 


S ns LE. 


„222 „„ Oe mnt z „% „% BEGS oe wow * — 
«© 
* 
8 
% 
So 
—_ 
«. 
: * 
7 
s 
- 
Go 
1 * 
. 
* 
5 — 
— 
* 
— 
I 
m_y 
- 
4 
- 
of 
* 
Ss 


„ 


I — — —— Q— 2 
25 ——— — 1 
. 
* 
aq 
— 


* 4 
ao —— —— ——— - — - * 
SN 7 ,1 k , 

| J > 400 1 0 

ae n ge . 8 M 3 
72 N 0 | 
1 8 | 
| — — Gs” 7 2 vw — "05-4 ww * : 
ö 


. — ES 
N 


Gs; KO N04 


Di. hs — | #27 X 
eren V e Veda K ud baicirt 
4 | 


W .. 


| 
ff ; HWA) 20 dl. ni weak, Var 


SS $4 Wwe 


; SAS 2&4 TEL = K 
41 * ROG a -* 


e A wa nw A Aa. 


£ 
os 
— 
1 
* 
a 
— 
z. „K ?ũ?ĩꝛi0))hͤ - > 


gent f us; leb to himſelf and'n 10 
wn dieth to . 


{111,927 HE 


"141 27 >467 * 18 
. 1 FS +» N 


ux A having i in this adds 
and before diſcours d of the mu- 
| tual Duties and Obligations in Hu- 


mane Life, concludes the whole 

with the Words above, ſententiouſly in way 
of Aphoriſm, That uo one liveth to himſelf, 
and no one dieth to himſelf Which without 
doubt muſt ſeem. a harſh aradox to a narrow- 
minded Perſon, that is wholly 'involv'd and 
contracted within his own little ſelf, and 
makes his private Pleaſure or Proſit the ſole 
Centre of his Deſigns, and the Circumference 
of all his 2 Indeed, the Heathen 
oy in the E pigram, a Ee of that very 
ſtamp, as 1 arkneſs and tbe 
1 of D | rack jen he 3 Re- 

a 3 


verſe 
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verſe to our Text; Vive tibi, ſays he, nam 
moriere tibi. He took it as ſelf-evident, That 
every one dies to himſelf; and therefore infers 
it as a conſequence both plain and profitable, 
That every one ought to live to himſelf. But our 
inſpired Writer has here taught us a new and 
Chriſtian Leſſon, a Doctrine which is the 
Source and Spring of all true Piety to God, 
of Juſtice and Beneficence to Men, of Publick 
Spirit and all the other Ingredients of Heroic 
and God - like Virtue: a Doctrite too fo preg- 
nant of Senſe and Truth, .that it may be con- 
ſider d in various Views, all different from 
each other, and all worthy of our ſerious 


Speculation. I cannot now 17 to ex- 


hauſt them all, in ſo ſhort à Diſcourſe as is 

rib'd by the Oecaſion; Hut I ſhall plack 
re you ſome of the Pr cipal, at les 
ſome of the moſt General and rr which 
may furniſh a proper Hint ind Riſe to your 
own farther Meditations. © 


1 None of at, fays the Apoſtle, /iveth ts 
himfelf. ' To'live to a Man's ſelf, when con- 
fider'd at large; is to do all the actions of Life 
with regard to bimſelf alone; as à ttue free- 
born 80 of Earth, not accountable. wife: 
other. Being for his Behaviour and Condud,; 
but cafvirig out His own' argh in ever 
Object of Defite,- withont any Obligation or 
- Rekacion' t6'# Higher Power. Now in this 
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ive, it's — — plain, That 
yeth, gught to live, or can live 
i Te thong heleſs Atheiſt alone 
8 ean be guilty. of ſack Abſurdity, to ima- 
gin the firſt. Fr g Humane Race ſprung 
y ;qut of the Mudd, without the fore- 
90 and. T of at; Intelligent Cauſe. 
ery one, ed 81 E Atheiſt (if an A- 
th iſt can be under the power - 
ol ght.of he 6 25 and the late Advances 
in Natural Knowledge, which directiy lead 
guide. to the Diſcovery of the Deity) 
every ane elſe muſſ needs ſes and acknowladge, 
that 1 jw ty and All-wiſe God was our 
e that we live to 
i, th ſole, Author of Life, and not to 
elves. All our Powers and Faculties, /alt 
the ond. (4 and. Perfectioos of our Nature 
were 8 given us by the good will of 
our Maker without gur own asking or know- 


ing. 12 neither produced our own Being, 
nor can we annihilate it z we can neither 


A den e fence, Dor 66. the 
| HR 3 wick fg — 75 


t 1 e 2 to his 

5 may we ſay; * * 8 
by all our Thought and ſuduſtry Ea one 
power to our Beings more than God 


don d vpon tber f T amp indeed, 


ck. 15 
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we may either exert or 
— in different d 
invigorate them by Exerciſe and Habit, or 
damp and ſtifle them by Sloth and Negiect; 
ſo that the ſame Perſon under one Education 


and Tour of Life would extremely differ from! 


bimſelt, ' had he fallen under another. But 

with all our Endeavours we can exalt none 
of our Faculties above their original Pitchi; 

we can never raiſe the Aquæduct above the 
level of the Fountain-Head ;; we cannot ad- 
vance our Species, or change our Humane 
Nature to a ſuperiour Claſs of Being; we 


gree, as God was 7 to place Mankind in 
5 great Scale of t 


his Hands, his Servants of fach particular Sta- 
tion, ae to Tim, and wot to Oer. 
ſelves. 0 100 | ; | 
| "3.0% TK! 4 | 
IH. Bat ain. * beüdes the tirle 
of Creation, even on the account of out 


Conſervation, we ſo intirely ſubſiſt upon the 


power and Will of God, that in this View 


_ liveth to-himelf, 
firſt by his 
World and all Creatures out of Nothing, fo 


by 4 perpetual Efficacy- and Emanation _ 


our native Fa! 
; we may either 


muſt all continue in our ſettled Rank and De. : 


Creation: 'tis the WAL 
and — of God, that we are what we are: 
and as we are all His Creatures, the Work of 


) 100 


alſo we muſt needs confeſs, that none of us 
but to Him, For as God at 
mighty power produced the 
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eng me-Power be ſuſtains them all from te- 
pſing into Nothing. Iis concluded, I think: 

— thoſe. that have well conſiderd 
theſe Matters, That the lame Divine Energy. 
which gave a Being to any Creature, muſt be 
canſtantly and inceſſantiy exerted to continue 
it; in Being. Could we ſuppoſe the great 
Creator but for one ſingle Moment to ſuſ- 
pend and interrupt the communication of that 
Pawer, the whole frame and Syſteme of Na- 
ture muſt immediately drop aud vaniſh intd 
its primitive Nallity.. Every Eſſence there 
fore, except his on eternal and immutable 
Eſſenee, is ſolely ſupported by Him a 
owes to Him not only the firſt Production; 
but the Continuance of its Being. From Hint 
alone depend not only the; Breath our No- 
operations and inſtruments of mor- 
tal Life, but the very Exiſtence of our Souls 
and Bodies; upon His invariable Will, upon 
His inviolable Promiſe, reſt all our hopes o 
future Glory, and all the proſpect of happy 

mmortality. This the voice of Reaſon di- 

tes to us, and the authority of Holy Scrip- 
ture puts . it out of queſtion. For in 
ſays our 3 Ad, vii. 29. we live, and 
move, and have our Being. And if we all live 
and exiſt. in him, much more do we ng 
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II. But again, Thirdly,” the Propoſition, 
nom our Text, may be cotiſider d in l uvother 
View; not only wich reſpect to God, dur 
Creator and breferer, ' but- with? reference Yo 
the iſb6vera] parts of the Creation ir ſelf. If 
werſurvey the whole 'Syſteme of it, as fur a8 
humane Underſtanding and Induſtry have yet 
advhneed ; we ſhall not find one ſingle Thing, 
made Ubſojorly for it ſelf, but to beat lite- 
wilt lome Office, ſome Subſervienee to the 
uſts of its Fellow. Creatures: the All.wiſe Au- 
thor of che Univerſe having ſo contrived eve- 
ry part of lits Work, that they are all cohe- 
wut and conttibutive to each other: and by 
their mutual Operations conduce every one 
its ſhare to the Oeconomy and Beauty of the 
whole. Thus Aſtronomy informs us, That 
the Moon, not barely made to godern on 
Night, though: fo very uſeful to Sur Earth 
by Tefle&ting the gun Rays to it, receives 
again the like benefit from our Earth in à grea- 
ter meaſure than ſhe gives it. Twere very 
eaſie, if this oceaſion was proper for it, to 
ſnew the like Relation in all known inſtances 
of Nature ; how every thing conſpires to the 


general Good, and was made for each other, 


as well as each for- it ſelf, and all for the 
Glory of their Maker. "Tis enough to ſay 
once for all, what true Philoſophy aſſures us, 
That every leaſt particle of Body, every Atom 
of the World, — its Operation and Paſſion 

Per- 


n 


perpetual and reciprocal with all the reſt of 
the World beſides it: ſuch an Alliance being 
eſtabliſhd between all the matter of the Uni- 
verſe, that the whole is link d together by 
mutual Attractign or Gravitation, working re» 
gularly and uniformly according to Quantity 
and Diſtance: which is the great Inſtrument 
in the Hand of God to fupport the perima · 
nent Frame e in the IN poſture, ay 
at- firſt it-was conſtituted. all the vis 
polo. World be thus — . for each other ; 
om dare we entertain the thought; that we 
alone ſhould be made to live: to ourſelves? 
dome indeed have had the Vanity to aſſert, 
That all che World was made for the uſe o 
Man, and Man for his own Enjoyment: a 
very inſalent Preſumption ; a compaſition of 
Self- Love, Partiality', and Natural Priies 
when we have neither a due knowledge of 
ourſelves, nor of the things about us. By 
the late improvements of Science and Art, 
there are diſcover d ſuch new Regions in the 
Iniverfe, new to Us, though as old as our 
Own 3 ſueh immenſe Tracts of Sky and inun- 
nerable Stars, each equal to our Sun and his 
ſpacious Syſteme, which never before enter d 
to Man's Imagination; that it's ſcarce: poſe” 
ible to think in earneſt, that all thoſe were 
Atec for our ſakes only, "ſeeing our World 
23: grown. old, before we — the leaſt ti- 


of their ver Exiſtence. * And this | 
. teach 
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99 55 us both the Modeſty and tte Jadgnient 
0 Ai That even in intellectual World 
there may be numerous Ranks” and Claſſes" of 
Rational Creatures, ſome irferfour and many 
| ſuperfour” to Us in the Per ſectibns of their fe: 
veral Natures What Atrogante therefore för 
Us, for us that probably * e 8 ſmall 2 
figüre in the great fumm of che Creation, to 
think we only were made exenipt from the 
Tiliverſal* Law of service and Dependence. 
Has not God hitnſef'told'vs, in the Ap oftle's 
Words,” Heb.” 3 4. that even the Angel 
 Miejafelves arc” all iniſtring-Sprrirs'2 But if 
of glorious Beings Hive to "fobſerve and mi- 
filter ko others; EO: can We, fo far below 
_them in natural Powers: Station fd; 3 ; 
ow cz We' bee we 4 to no- 
a 

thio 85 90. bat 105 08" 15 {ye N 27 * ret 
„Av. _ Phar, let us now procede from 
| he Natbral World'to the Moral, And in that 
view'wwe (hall (ll more clearly difccver the 
Tat of our Text, That not fut libeth is 
elt Our Creator" bas implänted in Man- 

Fick tuch Appetites zuck Inchinakiohs, ſueh 
Haar Wants and Exigegcies; that they lead 
e e to: thelove'sf Society and 


[= It 2 of Government and 
rk Wit 3 und Gvern- 
wht Not be found in Worſe Condi- 

dees per beiſts ot ele Pield. That 
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Divine Ray of 'Reaſon, which is his Privis 
lege above the Brutes, would only ſerve in 
that caſe to make him more ſenſible of His 
Wants, and more uneaſie and melancholic un“ 
der them. Now if Society and mutual Friend- 
ſhip be ſo eſſential and neceſſary to the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind; tis a clear conſequence, 
That all ſuch Obligations as are neceſſury 
to maintain Society and Friendſhip, are in- 
eumbent on every man. No one therefore 
that lives in Society, and expedts his ſhare in 
the beneſitslof it, can be ſaid to live to him- 
felf. No, he libes to bis Prince and hie Coun- 
try, he lives to? bis Parents and his Family, 
he lives to his Friends, and to all under His 
Truſt; he lives eden to® Foreigners, under 
the mutual Sanctions and Stipulaom of Al- 
ance and Commerce; nay, he lives to the 
whole Race of Mankind: whatſoever has the 
Character of Man, and wears the ſame Image 
of God that he does, is truly his Brother 
and on account of that Natural Conſangui- 
nity has a juſt Claim to his Kindneſs and Be- 
nevolence. Not that private Offenders are 
not to be puniſh'd: with loſs of Goods, of Li- 
berty, of Liſe it ſelf, in proportion to the Of- 
fotice ; nor uſt» Wars not to be undertaken 
for the Security of National Happideſs. Wars 
and Offences will come (ſuch is the imperfection 
of Humane State) and Moe be to them by mb 


ae ee 


neceſſary 


Severities the 


[ 
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negeſſarꝝ Effects of Penal Law at Home, and 
of Wars and Ruptures Abroad do all arifd 
and flow from a principle of Love and Kinds 
neſs. Tis a ſuperior Love for the good of 
the whole Community, which Makes it ne- 
ceſſaty to cut off thoſe noxious Members of 
it, as mortiſied Limbs are freely parted with 
to ꝓreſerve the reſt of the Natural Body. Cer: 
tainly the nenrer ono can arrive to this uni- 
verſal Charity, this Benevolence to all Hu- 
mane Race ; the mote he has of the Dit ine 
Character jmprinted on his Soul: For Gd is 
Lene, ſays the Apoſtle: He delights in the 
Happineſs: of all his Creatures. To this pub- 
lis Principle we owe. our Thanks, for the In- 
ventors ot Sciences and Arts ; for the Foun- 
ders of, Kingdoms, and firſt Inſtitutors of 
Lavs ; for the Heroes that hazard or aban- 
don their on Lives for the dearer Love of 
their Country: for the Stateſmen that gene- 
rouflycfacrifice their private Proſit and Eaſe 
to eſtabliſty che public Peace and Proſperity 
for Ages to come And if-Nature's (till Voice 
be liſten d to ; this is really not only the no- 
— 9 — 
Oug yl A que nt | 
and return of Kindneſs receiy d. is a defrrable 
good; and implanted in out Nature by God 
Bimſeif, a ſpur to mutual Beneficence 5 yet 
in the whole tis certainly much more pleaſant 
to love chat to be below d again. _ the 
Neon | weet · 
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Sivectnels and Felicity of Lite. conſiſts in 

exerting and employing thoſe ſociable Ps 
dons,ul che 60 ul. 'thofe Natural Tnclinations 
toi Charity*and®Compaſfior. .'And he tht 
bus given is Mind's contrary Turn and Byus; 
that has made it the ſcat of Seigſhmeſs and Gf 
Hnconcernment for all about Him, has de. 
priv d hitnſelf of che greuteſt comfort And 
reliſh of Life!“ Whilſt' he footifhly deſigns 70 
10 hiurſel f dome, he loſes that very Thing 
which makes Life it ſelf defirable. 8 har in 
a word, If we are created by our Maker to e 
joy Happineſs and Contentment in dur Being; 
it ye are born ſdr Society and Friendſhip, afd 
mutual Aſſiſtance 3 if we are deſigwd to Hye 
29 Men, and not as wild Beaſts of the Deſert; 
we muſt truly ſay in the words wor 15 
1 none 3 ee mor 


v. But, aua Fiftbly, beßdes this wn 
View of the 'World, if we cotifider the Rate 
of Humane Life, as it's infliienc'd by Religion 
and the'Goſpel of Chriſt, we ſhall yet have 2 
clearer diſcovery of the truth of our Text. 
For a Man truly religious cannot be ſaid 7 
live to himſelf,” but to God, to whom he has 


dedicated his Worſhip and service. The Ser 
vice of God is the firſt prineĩple and ultimate 
end of all Hs Thoughts and Actions. Even 
in the ſmalleſt Affairs of Life, whether he eat} 


or drinks, or whatſoever - be woes, Nh.” - | 
1 


3 


0369 


ne glery of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. In this he ig 
evated and engag d to a higher pitch of 
Duty aboye the Rules and Obligations or 
mere Morality, That in things ſeemingly) in- 
different he has ſtill his Eye fix d on Heaven; 
how every thing may conduce to God Ho- 
ngur, and to Peace and Righteouſneſs amorig 
Men. And in this ſtricter: acgeptation che 
Nords are here uſed by our Apoſtle ; S 
himſelf, & elt, and rome (not av: mans ag in 


dur Engliſh Verſion, but none of Us Chriſtians) 


dioth to himſelſ. Chriſtianity excludes all Self- 
iſhneſs; not only in the total and complex of 
Living, but in the minùteſt particulats and 
of Liſe. For twas a- Contto- 
verfy of this ſmaller ſize, that gave occaſion 
to our Text: twas neither about eſſential Du- 
ties of Moral, nor important Articles of Faith; 
hut about matters of free Choice and Indiffe- 
rence, of Scruples only and Infirmities ; about 
obſervation of Days, and diſtinction of Meats ; 
—4 of lawful Uſe or Neglect to thoſe: that 
knew their on Liberty. And yet even in 
this caſe our Apoſtle declares, that both ſides 
had the glory of Ood in their view, and not 

an indulgence to their o.-]n Appetites or Opi- 
nions. For be, ſays he, that obſerves the day; 
obſerves it to the Lord; and he that obſerves not 
the day, to the. Lord: obſerves it mot. And be 


eit her; 


e erer ge gs AN 882. 
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either 4 and giveth. God thanks. For none of 
Us, then adds he, liveth to himſelf, and none 
(of ue) diet hᷣ to himſelſ. For whether we live; 
we live umto the Lord: or whether we die, ws 
die unto the Lord whether we live therefore: of 


die, we are the Lord's, And the truth is, ſuch 
a general Reſignation of ones {elf to God: is 


the firſt Contract, the expreſs Covenant of 
bur religious Profeſſion. When we firſt take 
the Badge of Chriſtianity, our very Souls and 
Bodies are made an Offering to Chriſt: e 
have nothing left us, that we may call our 


own, as: ſeparate from his Intereſt and Ler- 


vice: ne are dead une the World and to Siu, 
and live to Gd le 4 5 6 6 2 
no longer to ourſelves: Chriſt, lays the Apo- 
ſtle, died far all: that they\which liue, fooutd 
not thenceforth | live to themſelves, but to Hind 
that died. for them and roſe again. ws 
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VI. And then; Sixth, while a good Chri- 
ſtian is perſuaded, that we, ought. to live un- 
to Chriſt 4 in ſabordination to that Duty, te 
lives to all his Fellow Members in Chriſt, © 
all thoſe for whom our common Saviour. ſuf- 
fer'd. - He conſiders both his natural Abilities, 
and the external Rleſſiugs of Providence, as 4 
Talent committed to his Care to be imploy d 
for the public Good, ſor promoting Piety 
und Virtue and Proſperity among Men; ex- 
pecting eien to be call d to his 


Accouns 
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Account by an All- Knowing and Impartial 
Judge. For be ſees, there is no Station or 
Condition of Life, no Office or Relation, or 
Circumſtance; but there ariſes from it ſuch 
ſpecial Obligation, That he may truly be ſai 
to live to Others, rather than to Himſelf. 
If any Perſons can be conceiv d to enjoy the 
Prerogative of living to themſelves ; ſome per- 
haps: may imagin, That the Monarchs and 
Princes of the World, with the chief Mini- 
ſters under them, have the faireſt claim to that 
Privilege; as poſſeſſing and commanding: in 
the largeſt meaſure all the Power. and Splen- 
dourand Voluptuouſneſs of Life. But if things 
are weigh'd in the juſt Balance of Reaſon and 
Truth, they perhaps of all others have the 
leaſt pretenſe to Self living. For though God 
himſelf has deſcrib'd them, that they are Gods 
among Men, as bearing the Character and J- 
mage of Divine Power and Authority : yet all 
that Superiority is ſolely deriv'd andFelegated 
from Him: tis a mere Truſt put into their 
Hands: they are only Commiſſioners under 
Him, and accountable to him for the diſ- 
charge of their great Office. So that they 
can the leſs be ſaid to lioe to themſelves ; in as 
much as the extent and ſphere of their Duty 
is wider than that of Others. For it, the an- 
Kory 205 cient Remark be always found 
zds, Menu. moſt true. “ That the Maſter of 
ttzjbe Houſe is the werieft Servant 
Feng of 
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of all his Family, becauſe he has the Care;and- 
Concern for all: ſo, if the boldneſs of the 
Compariſon may be allow'd, the Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate himſelf, and thoſe that are next below 
him, are the 'verieſt Subjects in all his Domi- 
nions. An inferiour Magiſtrate or a private 
Subject hath his Service confin'd within nar- 
rower Limits: the Prince's and the prime Of- 
ficer s Duty extends over the whole: fo that, 
by being the Maſters and Protectors of all, 
they really become the Servants of all. They 
watch, that others may ſleep; They provide 
by timely thought and long views for the Fu- 
ture, that others may reſt ſecure in the polleſ- 
fron of the Preſent; They upon great Emer- 
gencies run all the hazards of War abroad, 
that others may dwell in Peace and Tranquil- 
lity at homs ! And: is this to live to one's ſelf? 
Surely, he that imploys and dedicates all his 
thoughtful Hours, that expoſes his very Life, 
to the Safety of the Public, will not be thought 
to live to Himſelf,” but to the Welfare of his 
rere THEFT, 

But then there's a juſt return of Service, due 
from Subjects to their Governers ; a faithful 
Loyalty, a cheerful Obedience, a reverential 
Honour and Eſteem. We muſt pay them the 
true Service of the Heart, fincere good Wiſhes 
and affectionate daily Prayers for their Safety 
and Succeſs: far leſs, ſhould be of thoſe, that 
interpret all actions of their Goyerners ; that 


(2d) 


warp-the moſt innocent Occurrences to Cen- 
ſure and:Calumny.; that charge every adverſe: | -; 
Turn of Providence to a failure in their Con- 
_ dat; always complaining and traducing, fo: || | 
as even to wiſli for croſs Accidents in 1 pub · | 
lie Adminiſtration, to purchaſe the malicious 
pleaſure of murmur ing and accuſing. Nor is 
f 
| 
4 
| 
} 


this Tribute of our Hearts the only Right of 
our Governers: even our Poſſeſſions too, the 
Gifts of our Anceſtors and the very Acqueſts 
of our own Hands, are not entirely our own, 
but in part due to the Community ; and ought 
chorefolly to be paid, when they are lawfully 
exacted. 80 bs Subjects alſo cannot be faid 
to live ſolely to themſelves, but partly and 
rm Pr pally to their Prince and Wr 
Ountry. : 

\But at leaſt the weilthy retibesd Perſon, that 
7 enjoys an ample Inheritance without the toi] 
and incumbrance of public Imploytnents, He 
perhaps may be tempted to ĩmagin, that he can 
and may {ive to Himſelf and his own ſole Eaſe 
nd Diverſions. But let ſuch a one conſider, 
That even in the moſt private Life there are 
various Relations and Deties thence ariſing: 28 
Husband, as a Father; a Maſter, a Neigh- 
. A Member of the Community, of Chri- 
ſtiavicy at at large, of the whole Ra of Man- 
75 Or, "beſiles all theſe,” let him hear 'the 


ords of the Apoltle; Charge then that are rich 
this world, that wy 75 Seat, that * 4 
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the ſeveral Relations and Conditions of Hu: 
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rith un. good works, ready to diſttibute, willing 


. Here's the Rich mais ſpecial 


Duty, here peculiar Province: he is con · 
ſtitated a Miniſter and Diſtributor of God's 
bounty for the relief of thoſe, that are help- 
leſs. in calamity aud want. And if he prove 
an unjuſi 4 if he ſquander his Talents 
in Luxury, or hoard them up with-uncharita». 
ble Avarice, he ll at laſt be found among thoſe 
curſed _ — 3 
ry, and gæue no meat; thirſty, gove 
7225 no drink ; 3 777 and - clothed him not x 
fock or in priſen, aud relieved him au fut in 
as, much 4s they did it not ig one of their! poor 
Neighbors, they did it not to Surely there 
fore the Rich perſons cannot be ſaid to laue to 
themſelvesʒ ſinct they are oni Truſtees under 
God for the Poor of the world. And then, 
as for the Poor themſelves, they (l preſume) 
of all men will never be ſuſpected as Rving co 
their ſelves; whoſe hard fate and condition in 


Life makes Others pride and arrogance imagin, 


that they are born =o deſign d for nee 
much, as to. live and Jabour for Them 
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And now having "competintly. 3 thro 


mate Life, that none of us Iiueth to himſelf: 
let us procede to the. ſecomd branch of our 
Text, and advance our thoughts and views 
xyond. this world in another. And 0 


\ 


(22) 

if the former Propoſition be eſtabliſhed and al- 
lowed 7hat'no mam lives to himſel Fe tis a ſhort 
and ready Inference from it, That no man dies 
tobhimſolf. For Death abſtractiy conſider d is 
nothing but à mere Privation ; tis the Clauſe 
only and the Period of Life. 80 that if the: 
whole Line of Life be in the hands of another, 

and not int our own ; Death, which is only 


| tie Extremity, the WA Point of that Line, 
muſt of noceſfity be in the ſame hands. If we 


|  kwe)therefore'to God, and not to our ſelves; 


weemuſt noeds die to him alſo. TOES 7 
v But let none of my Heärers ſo miſinterpret 
ouriApoltle as if, by ſaying:Nowe ef us dies 


acceffory or contributing to his own Death. 
Without doubt be was not of their opinion, 
that believe the time, cauſe;' and circumſtau- 
ces of evety mats Death to be fixt immovea- 
bly by God's Preſcience, as by Neceſſity or 
Fate. 9 . foreſee Contingencies, the free 
Reſolves of rational Agents as wel as the moſt 
neceſſary Events in the material and inanimate 
World. Bat the divine Preſeience does not 
ſuperadd nor imply a fatal Neceſſity. That 
Nation robs us of our Frese · will, of our Rea- 
ſon, of our very Soul ; is repugnant both to 
Obſer vation, and the reveals Word of God. 
Bloody and doctiiſul men, ſays the Royal Pſal- 
miſt, „alot lid o HALF their days e ſo that 
OT ns Guilt depriv'd them of 2 
pace 


to him ſalſ. he taught that s us could be 


rer re eee eee 


bi 
SP: 
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ſpace of - Life; that in a natural courſe or 


things they might have arrived to. And does 
not daily Experience teach us; That Intempe- 
rance, Temerity, and Violence cut men off in 
the flower of their Age, and in the very meri- 
dian of Life. And again, how many are dai- 
ly repriev'd and xeſcued; fromthe very Jaws of 
impending Death; by the ſaving care and skill 
of the Phyſician ? But then withal, though 
the ſpace off Life may be thus Hort ned, and 
the thread of it broken by ſuch Accidents (tho 
even thoſe too come to paſs,: not without the 


Fore: knowledge and Permiſſion of God) yet 


perhaps it can never 'be- lengthen d by all the 
power and wiſdom of Man. A Flower or 
Fruit may be plucked off by Foree before the 
time of their Maturity: But they cannot be 
made to out · grow the fix d Period; when they 
are to fade and drop of themſelves. The Hand 
of Nature then plucks them off, and all Hu- 
mane. Art cannot with-hold it. And as God 
has ſo appointed and determin d the ſeveral 
Growths and Petiods of the Vegetable Race: 
ſo he ſeems to have preſeribed the ſame Law 
to the various kinds of Living Creatures. In 
the firſt; formation and rudiments of every 
Organical Body, there are contain d the ſpecific 
Powers both of its Stature and Duration. And 
when the Evolution of thoſe Auimal Powers 
is all exhauſted and run out; the Creature 
expires and dies of it ſelſ as ripe I 
© rom 


(6249 


from the Tree. 80 that, as we catinot add one 


Cabit, one luch, to our Stature: ſo neither 


dean we add one Day, one Hour, to our Years; 


beybnd that fix d Limit of Natural Life, to 
vrhich our original Frame ani Conſtitution 
was made to extend. 80 certain * that 
none of us either tveth, ot-4jerh to himſelf; 
but all of us to God: who _ to each 
of us his particular Body, with I 
. 3 15 Nur belonging diy :--4 


11 91 {2 be 41345 
u. But chem: « ln, beſides our dying to 
Godʒ even in 


ce to Men, we die to o. 
thera, and not to ourſelves.” A good Chriſti- 
an ſhould in every Stage of Life act all to 
God's Honour, "and the Good of Mankind; 
but eſpecially at his Departure in that 

derne of Mortality, which is moſt obſerv d 
_ the 'Speflarors. Hir Light, in our Saviour 
Language, ſhould ' always ſo ſhine ſhine before Me, 
that they may glorify the Father, vhat 3s in Hed- 
dem ? but particularly in that laſt glimpſe of 
Lite, when the Lamp is going out, it ought 
to break forth in an extra Luſtre.” The 
view of 2 ing Death removes all ſuch 
Diſguiſes and Verniſhes; as at other times are 
fuſpected to conceal or 2 mens Actions 
and Opinions. Man at the dying 
Hour is proſumod to ſpeak his true ſenſe of 
_ \things: ſo that the words and behaviour of 2 


* has the moſt b * 


Freren 


Cu) 


qp-the Minds of the Living. And as Sango 
ew 


wore of the Philiſt;nes at once 
Death, than in all the 7 of his Lit — 


re: 80 an A poſtie or aCanfeſſor of 1 8 22 
one more Conyerts to e Hs | 
on the Faggot, the La ours 
bis former'Miniſtsy. 420 'rwas this deſigu a 
iew, . that made fo many of the Primitive 
hridians even breath and thirſt after Martyr: 
dow: To dis ſolitary. in a Bed, FO 
Tears of a. tew — ay an! PIG NE OF 
8 WL, 


oy dp and ſcal 
Blood, what before they. had Prapagated 1 ig 
more} private \Aﬀemblies; Tis" true 
and bleſſed be God's Providence for it, that 
ſuch Examples as theſe need SANE wat be 
pied hy every; one, Where God has given 
ranqu his Church, and 


i bee 


ility 0 
brought che Civil power it ſelf under the eaſis 
8 of the Goſpel, — e of Martyt- 
do, not; grow. there... phe i jowever, in 
the: general, tis the. Duty of every one, with» 
in, the ſphete af his Agquantanee, as fat as | 
Example. can influence, as tho nature and 
cixcamſiances .of his Sickneſa may permit, to 
glorige his Maker and Redeemer at-his Death, 
at his paſſage from thys ſhort Life to an end- 
leſs ee 80 TE nous of us cp 
T A 
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faid to d ſe only to 0 
us. 


bat to God, * | 


(File tat 13 2 4 Ih Di Höch: 
III. But then. Ivar: all, hea us Sed * 
4 our view even beyond the" the proſpect 


of Death and the Grave: And Je nat find! 
chat even in choſe everlaſting Divellings pre- 
pared'for the Good and the Bad, böne ſhall 
e bimſelf, but one to another. Even the 
Torments of the Damned, "where the 
ateth not, and the” Fire js TY vent heul, will 
feceive a vaſt acceſſion of Miſery and W 
from the mutual weeping and wailing td git 
ing of ' Teeth, Even there, "they Wilk Sec live 
aud ſuffer to themſelves'; but the Pains of 
each will be multiplied and enhane d by the 
horrible Conſort 1 univerfal Ageents of Sor- 

row and Lamentation. But the idea of this 
is too frightful to be dwelt on; it curdles the 


very Blood, and ſabduesthe imagination. Lee [49 


us rather transfer the Fancy to a more 
able Image, the blefſed Station of Saints ard 
Angels, oſe Regions of Light and Joy; 
where they die indeed no more, neither to them- 
felves nor others: but live immortally to God 
and to all the glorified Company.” For even 
Heaven it ſelf without Sen ande and So- 
ciety would loſe half of its Reliſh: even there, 

to live eternally to one r ſelf has ſome notion 


in it and tincture of Torment eternal. No | 


anefz! inhabits there th ſe a ce- 
Fe * 4 „ 


. 
leltlal Quire, perpetually celebrating the Prai- 
ſos of God in Halleluiahs of Gladneſs and De- 
votion. Each Soul has its living Spring, an 
ehullition of its i Joy, inceſſantly receiving 
from and adding to the general Happineſs, As 
all receive without meaſure from the ſame 
Fountain of Light; ſo one happy Soul reflect 
G another _reciprocal. Rays of Pleaſure and 
Amity. The contemplation of the Divine Wiſ⸗ 
1 e n We 8 
neſs, of the Infinity of his Power, diſplays 
in all his It] _— ſ obminiſter to the 
whole adoring Society freſh Anthems of Praiſe, 
freſh: Raptures of Love, and freſh 'Congratu- 
ar [lations of the common Felicity. May the 

God of Heaven then ſo fill up the Number of 
Ibis Elect, that Millions of Millions there may 
. [ſorround his Throne; and make up at Aſſem- 
2 [bly worthy of thoſe great and glorious Man- 
er [fions. ' To which God of his infinite goodneſs 
e- bring us all, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
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